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 Wayne School District 
 ELA: Wri�ng Curriculum 

 Content Area/ 
 Grade Level/ 
 Course: 

 ELA 
 Grade 4 
 Wri�ng 

 Unit Plan Title: 
 Unit 1, Launch:  How Writers Work 

 Time Frame 
 4 Weeks 

 Anchor Standards/Domain*       *i.e: ELA: reading, wri�ng  i.e.:  Math: Number and Opera�ons in Base 10 
 Anchor Standards for Wri�ng 

 ●  Text Types and Purposes  :  NJSLSA.W1. NJSLSA.W2. NJSLSA.W3. 
 ●  Produc�on and Distribu�on of Wri�ng:  NJSLSA.W4.  NJSLSA.W5. NJSLSA.W6. 
 ●  Research to Build and Present Knowledge:  NJSLSA.W7.  NJSLSA.W8. NJSLSA.W9. 
 ●  Range of Wri�ng:  NJSLSA.W10. 

 Anchor Standards: Speaking and Listening 
 ●  Comprehension and Collabora�on:  NJSLSA.SL1.  NJSLSA.SL2.  NJSLSA.SL3. 
 ●  Presenta�on of Knowledge and Ideas:  NJSLSA.SL4. NJSLSA.SL5.  NJSLSA.SL6. 

 Anchor Standards: Language 
 ●  Conven�ons of Standard English:  NJSLSA.L1. NJSLSA.L2. 
 ●  Knowledge of Language:  NJSLSA.L3. 
 ●  Vocabulary Acquisi�on and Use:  NJSLSA.L4. NJSLSA.L5.  NJSLSA.L6. 

 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
 ●  Technology Literacy 

 WIDA ELD Standards 
 ●  Social and Instruc�onal Language:  ELD Standard 1 
 ●  The Language of Language Arts:  ELD Standard 2 

 Unit Summary 
 In this beginning unit, students will acclimate once again to the classroom rou�nes and rituals of  wri�ng  workshop. 
 Students will learn how to be part of a classroom community which is a safe place to listen and share and respond to 
 wri�ng.  Writers will con�nue to learn how to effec�vely use their wri�ng notebook to gather ideas, create entries and 
 prac�ce wri�ng techniques.  Students will be exposed to mentor texts to examine various tools writers commonly used 
 when composing text to u�lize their �me produc�vely.  Students will learn to work collabora�vely and independently 
 during wri�ng and conferencing �me.  During the edi�ng and revising stages, fourth graders will realize that struggles 
 may arise, but their successes should be celebrated because wri�ng is a process.  At the end of the unit, students will 
 publish and celebrate their text with their wri�ng community. 

 Standard Number(s) 
 NJSLS ELA Standards 
 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf


 WIDA ELD Standards 
 Wri�ng Standards 

 ●  W.4.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, suppor�ng a point of view with reasons and informa�on. 
 A. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organiza�onal structure in which related ideas 
 are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
 B. Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or other sources. 
 D. Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented. 

 ●  W.4.2. Write informa�ve/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and informa�on clearly. 
 A. Introduce a topic clearly and group related informa�on in paragraphs and sec�ons; include forma�ng (e.g., 
 headings), illustra�ons, and mul�media when useful to aid comprehension. 
 B. Develop the topic with facts, defini�ons, concrete details, text evidence , or other informa�on and examples 
 related to the topic. 
 C. Link ideas within paragraphs and sec�ons of informa�on using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, 
 also, because). 
 D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
 E. Provide a conclusion related to the informa�on or explana�on presented. 

 ●  W.4.3. Write narra�ves to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narra�ve technique, descrip�ve 
 details, and clear event sequences. 
 A. Orient the reader by establishing a situa�on and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
 sequence that unfolds naturally. 
 B. Use dialogue and descrip�on to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to 
 situa�ons. 
 C. Use a variety of transi�onal words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 
 D. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
 E. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

 ●  W.4.4. Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in which the development and organiza�on are appropriate to task, 
 purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expecta�ons for wri�ng types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 ●  W.4.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen wri�ng as needed by 
 planning, revising, and edi�ng. 

 ●  W.4.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
 publish wri�ng as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 
 keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single si�ng. 

 ●  W.4.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through inves�ga�on of different aspects of a 
 topic. 

 ●  W.4.8. Recall relevant informa�on from experiences or gather relevant informa�on from print and digital 
 sources; take notes and categorize informa�on, and provide a list of sources. 

 ●  W.4.9. Draw evidence from literary or informa�onal texts to support analysis, reflec�on, and research. 
 A. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, se�ng, or event in a story 
 or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or ac�ons].”). 
 B. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informa�onal texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and 
 evidence to support par�cular points in a text”). 

 ●  W.4.10. Write rou�nely over extended �me frames (�me for research, reflec�on, metacogni�on/self-correc�on 
 and revision) and shorter �me frames (a single si�ng or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
 purposes, and audiences. 

 Speaking and Listening Standards 
 ●  SL.4.1. Engage effec�vely in a range of collabora�ve discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 

 diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

https://wida.wisc.edu/


 A. Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other informa�on known about the topic to explore 
 ideas under discussion. 
 B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
 C. Pose and respond to specific ques�ons to clarify or follow up on informa�on, and make comments that 
 contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
 D. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

 ●  SL.4.2. Paraphrase por�ons of a text read aloud or informa�on presented in diverse media and formats 
 (e.g.,visually, quan�ta�vely, and orally). 

 ●  SL.4.3. Iden�fy the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support par�cular points. 
 ●  SL.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate 

 facts and relevant, descrip�ve details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
 ●  SL.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presenta�ons when appropriate to enhance the development 

 of main ideas or themes. 
 ●  SL.4.6. Differen�ate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presen�ng ideas) and situa�ons where 

 informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and 
 situa�on. 

 Language Standards 
 ●  L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conven�ons of standard English grammar and usage when wri�ng or 

 speaking. 
 A. Use rela�ve pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and rela�ve adverbs (where, when, why). 
 B. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 
 C. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various condi�ons. 
 D. Order adjec�ves within sentences according to conven�onal pa�erns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red 
 small bag). 
 E. Form and use preposi�onal phrases. 
 F. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correc�ng inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 
 G. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

 ●  L.4.2. Demonstrate command of the conven�ons of standard English capitaliza�on, punctua�on, and spelling 
 when wri�ng. 
 A. Use correct capitaliza�on. 
 B. Use commas and quota�on marks to mark direct speech and quota�ons from a text. 
 C. Use a comma before a coordina�ng conjunc�on in a compound sentence. 
 D. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consul�ng references as needed. 

 ●  L.4.3. Use knowledge of language and its conven�ons when wri�ng, speaking, reading, or listening. 
 A. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. 
 B. Choose punctua�on for effect. 

 ●  L.4.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and mul�ple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 
 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 A. Use context (e.g., defini�ons, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
 B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and La�n affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
 telegraph, photograph, autograph). 
 C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dic�onaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
 pronuncia�on and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

 ●  L.4.5. Demonstrate understanding of figura�ve language, word rela�onships, and nuances in word meanings. 
 A. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pre�y as a picture) in context. 
 B. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 



 C. Demonstrate understanding of words by rela�ng them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with 
 similar but not iden�cal meanings (synonyms). 

 ●  L.4.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
 including those that signal precise ac�ons, emo�ons, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and 
 that are basic to a par�cular topic (e.g., wildlife, conserva�on, and endangered when discussing animal 
 preserva�on). 

 Career Readiness Prac�ces 
 ●  CRP1. Act as a responsible and contribu�ng community member and employee. 
 ●  CRP8. Use technology to enhance produc�vity, increase collabora�on and communicate effec�vely. 

 Essen�al Ques�on(s) 
 ●  How does learning about our wri�ng styles and that of others help a writer fully par�cipate in a wri�ng 

 community? 
 ●  Why do writers study the work of other authors? 
 ●  How can keeping a wri�ng notebook help a writer improve their wri�ng skills for mul�ple genres? 

 Enduring Understandings 
 ●  Writers work with others to share ideas and provide viable feedback to improve wri�ng. 
 ●  Writers use sequencing to provide order and structure to their stories. 
 ●  Writer’s use their knowledge of language and conven�ons to punctuate correctly and  include cra� elements. 

 Interdisciplinary Connec�ons 
 How Writers Work  lends itself to interdisciplinary  connec�ons in the content areas of Career Readiness, Life Literacies 
 and Key Skills: 

 ●  Technology Literacy, 9.4.5.TL.3: Students can use their computer device to create and enhance a document. 

 In this unit plan, the following 21  st  Century themes  and skills are addressed. 
 Check all that apply. 

 21  st  Century Themes 
 Check all that apply. 
 21  st  Century Skills 

 Global Awareness  Crea�vity and Innova�on 

 Environmental Literacy  Cri�cal Thinking and Problem Solving 

 Health Literacy  x  Communica�on 

 Civic Literacy  x  Collabora�on 

 Financial, Economic, Business, and 
 Entrepreneurial Literacy 

 Student Learning Targets/Objec�ves  (Students will know/Students will understand) 
 Students will understand: 

 ●  the following terms as they relate to this unit 
 o  Author’s Note 
 o  chronological 
 o  dedicates/Dedica�on 
 o  dra�ing, revising, and edi�ng 
 o  figura�ve language 



 o  narra�ve 
 o  sensory details 
 o  schema 
 o  tone 
 o  voice 

 ●  how to func�on in a wri�ng workshop se�ng and follow classroom rou�nes 
 ●  the importance of wri�ng rou�nely over �me to develop sustainability 
 ●  the basic characteris�cs of narra�ve and  other genres 
 ●  the wri�ng process consists of immersion, genera�ng ideas, selec�ng a piece, collec�ng addi�onal details, 

 dra�ing, revising, edi�ng and publishing 
 ●  the purpose and importance of using a wri�ng notebook to record thoughts, ideas, and sketches 
 ●  how to ‘read like a writer’ to appreciate mentor texts 
 ●  apprecia�ng small moments and experiences as poten�al idea for further elabora�on 
 ●  the importance of selec�ng and developing the most ‘meaningful’ small moment for dra�ing 
 ●  when dra�ing: 

 o  considering precise language for verbs and adjec�ves contributes to the interest of the story  (see 
 Grammar Binder  , Parts of Speech, Lessons 1-2) 

 o  writers need to keep verb tenses consistent throughout the story to provide a clear picture of �me 
 elapsing  (see  Grammar Binder  , Parts of Speech, Lesson  3) 

 o  use a chronological structure 
 ●  following dra�ing, they revise to improve and clarify their wri�ng 

 o  use structure and voice/tone to add personal influence 
 o  use cra� techniques such as dialogue, descrip�ons and precise language to make their stories come 

 alive 
 ●  to be ‘done’ wri�ng means to edit for errors 

 o  paying a�en�on to capitals  (loosely reference  Grammar  Binder  , Capitaliza�on, Lessons 1-2) 
 o  consider verb tense and select the appropriate one  (see  Grammar Binder  , Parts of Speech, Lessons 

 3-4) 
 ●  how to engage in feedback ac�vi�es 

 o  provide specific feedback (This part makes sense because.../This part is unclear….) 
 o  though�ully consider peer and/or teacher comments 
 o  apply revision strategies as appropriate 

 ●  the structure and purpose of a Dedica�on Page or Author’s Note 
 ●  how to reflect though�ully on their own wri�ng 
 ●  the value of publishing and celebra�ng their piece 

 Assessments (Pre, Forma�ve, Summa�ve, Other)  Denote required common assessments with an * 
 Assessments (some assessments can be in more than one category): 

 ●  Forma�ve:  Observa�ons, notebooks, class par�cipa�on,  shared wri�ng, independent wri�ng, conferring, 
 reflec�ons, SchoolWide grammar assignments 

 ●  Summa�ve:  SchoolWide wri�ng assessments and teacher  created assignments 
 ●  Benchmark:  *Publish a narra�ve story  , Pre/post wri�ng  assignments 
 ●  Alterna�ve:  Op�ons may include graphic organizers,  SchoolWide Appendix pages/checklists, and addi�onal 

 teacher created assignments 

 Teaching and Learning Ac�vi�es 

 Ac�vi�es 
 Wri�ng Workshop rou�nes and pedagogy 



 Rou�nely write to develop stamina and persistence for independent wri�ng �me 
 Whole class read-aloud lessons 
 Mini-lessons to support all aspects of the wri�ng process 
 Use wri�ng notebook to try newly learned strategies and collect ideas 
 Opportuni�es to engage in shared wri�ng experiences and independent wri�ng �me 
 Confer with teachers 
 Collabora�on with a wri�ng partner or group 
 Par�cipate in publishing celebra�ons 

 Differen�a�on Strategies 
 Strategy and flexible groups based on forma�ve assessment or student choice 
 Provide a variety of appropriate graphic organizers for the genre 
 One:One conferring with teacher 
 Choice of narra�ve 
 Differen�ated checklists and rubrics (if appropriate) 
 Student selected goals for wri�ng 
 Level of independence 
 Examine and compose addi�onal leads and endings for mentor texts 
 Consult mentor texts to support wri�ng 
 ELL Supports and Extension ac�vi�es are included with each lesson 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Special Educa�on Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Gi�ed and Talented Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for ELL Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for At Risk Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Students with a 504 

 Resources 

 ●  Grade 4 Wri�ng Resources 
 ●  SchoolWide  How Writers Work  binder mentor texts 

 o  Amelia Writes Again  , Moss 
 o  A Desert Scrapbook,  Wright-Frierson 
 o  I’m in Charge of Celebra�ons  , Baylor 
 o  Saturdays and Teacakes  , Laminack 
 o  A Writer’s Notebook  , Fletcher 

 ●  SchoolWide  Grammar  binder mentor texts 
 o  Bedhead  , Pala�ni 
 o  Eats, Shoots & Leaves:  Why, Commas Really Do Make a Difference!  , Truss 
 o  The Ghost-eye Tree  , Mar�n, Jr. and Archambault 
 o  Hoops,  Burleigh 
 o  I and You and don’t Forget Who:  What Is a Pronoun?  ,  Cleary 
 o  The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman,  Pa�son 
 o  Miss Rumphius  , Cooney 
 o  Mother to Tigers  , Lyon 
 o  One Tiny Turtle  , Davies 
 o  Walk with a Wolf,  Howker 

 ●  SchoolWide  Grammar  binder lessons 
 o  Parts of Speech, Lessons and Mini-lessons 1-3 
 o  Capitaliza�on,  Lesson and Mini-lessons 1-2 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1naEnhURZbzFTWc6GVOt-taedLfTt_H7R62GbkJ7JQA8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D5YSVWgzCo5JcMH5akxMz1Hlnx6nM-91gABBUAYlsK4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NcqCttFfoZ-gL11Bg2Mw4guhV_AgiZ50sPGJk7ouViI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bpYz5BwmRatKnmRSostEOYbKv9ILi2Rol2e9SCAXxxA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pUqVR8ywnKhFTvDD6JR14phxNIMGdj35Qud6oP8e9cc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hJ_sBs5XsPatVtaGwFwx3aoe26lbdzEr0dhRHq_-Wn4/edit?usp=sharing


 Wayne School District 
 ELA: Wri�ng Curriculum 

 Content Area/ 
 Grade Level/ 
 Course: 

 ELA 
 Grade 4 
 Wri�ng 

 Unit Plan Title: 
 Unit 2, Author Study:  Narra�ve 

 Time Frame 
 9 Weeks 

 Anchor Standards/Domain*       *i.e: ELA: reading, wri�ng  i.e.:  Math: Number and Opera�ons in Base 10 
 Anchor Standards for Wri�ng 

 ●  Text Types and Purposes  :  NJSLSA.W3. 
 ●  Produc�on and Distribu�on of Wri�ng:  NJSLSA.W4.  NJSLSA.W5. NJSLSA.W6. 
 ●  Research to Build and Present Knowledge:  NJSLSA.W8.  NJSLSA.W9. 
 ●  Range of Wri�ng:  NJSLSA.W10. 

 Anchor Standards: Speaking and Listening 
 ●  Comprehension and Collabora�on:  NJSLSA.SL1.  NJSLSA.SL2.  NJSLSA.SL3. 
 ●  Presenta�on of Knowledge and Ideas:  NJSLSA.SL4. NJSLSA.SL5.  NJSLSA.SL6. 

 Anchor Standards: Language 
 ●  Conven�ons of Standard English:  NJSLSA.L1. NJSLSA.L2. 
 ●  Knowledge of Language  :  NJSLSA.L3. 
 ●  Vocabulary Acquisi�on and Use:  NJSLSA.L4. NJSLSA.L6. 

 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
 ●  Technology Literacy 

 Social Studies 
 ●  History, Culture, and Perspec�ves: Understanding Perspec�ves 

 WIDA ELD Standards 
 ●  Social and Instruc�onal Language:  ELD Standard 1 
 ●  The Language of Language Arts:  ELD Standard 2 

 Unit Summary 
 During this unit, students will be exposed to and explore the wri�ngs and cra� of Cynthia Rylant.  Students will write 
 narra�ves about inspira�onal experiences or events from their lives.  Modeling the wri�ng of Cynthia Rylant, students 
 can use circular stories, stories over �me, or small moments.  Students will experiment with sentence variety, 
 descrip�on, interes�ng verbs, rhythm, and personifica�on in their personal wri�ng. Teachers will use Rylant’s wri�ng as 
 a founda�on for writers to emulate her style and provide moments for students to express their thinking. 

 Standard Number(s) 
 NJSLS ELA Standards 
 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf


 NJSLS Social Studies Standards 
 WIDA ELD Standards 
 Wri�ng Standards 

 ●  W.4.3. Write narra�ves to develop real or imagined experiences or events using narra�ve technique, descrip�ve 
 details, and clear event sequences. 
 A. Orient the reader by establishing a situa�on and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
 sequence that unfolds naturally. 
 B. Use dialogue and descrip�on to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to 
 situa�ons. 
 C. Use a variety of transi�onal words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 
 D. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. 
 E. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

 ●  W.4.4. Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in which the development and organiza�on are appropriate to task, 
 purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expecta�ons for wri�ng types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 ●  W.4.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen wri�ng as needed by 
 planning, revising, and edi�ng. 

 ●  W.4.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
 publish wri�ng as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 
 keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single si�ng. 

 ●  W.4.8. Recall relevant informa�on from experiences or gather relevant informa�on from print and digital 
 sources; take notes and categorize informa�on, and provide a list of sources. 

 ●  W.4.9. Draw evidence from literary or informa�onal texts to support analysis, reflec�on, and research. 
 A. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, se�ng, or event in a story 
 or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or ac�ons].”). 
 B. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informa�onal texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and 
 evidence to support par�cular points in a text”). 

 ●  W.4.10. Write rou�nely over extended �me frames (�me for research, reflec�on, metacogni�on/self-correc�on 
 and revision) and shorter �me frames (a single si�ng or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
 purposes, and audiences. 

 Speaking and Listening Standards 
 ●  SL.4.1. Engage effec�vely in a range of collabora�ve discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 

 diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 A. Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other informa�on known about the topic to explore 
 ideas under discussion. 
 B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
 C. Pose and respond to specific ques�ons to clarify or follow up on informa�on, and make comments that 
 contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
 D. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

 ●  SL.4.2. Paraphrase por�ons of a text read aloud or informa�on presented in diverse media and formats 
 (e.g.,visually, quan�ta�vely, and orally). 

 ●  SL.4.3. Iden�fy the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support par�cular points. 
 ●  SL.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate 

 facts and relevant, descrip�ve details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
 ●  SL.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presenta�ons when appropriate to enhance the development 

 of main ideas or themes. 

https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-SS.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/


 ●  SL.4.6. Differen�ate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presen�ng ideas) and situa�ons where 
 informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and 
 situa�on. 

 Language Standards 
 ●  L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conven�ons of standard English grammar and usage when wri�ng or 

 speaking. 
 A. Use rela�ve pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and rela�ve adverbs (where, when, why). 
 B. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 
 F. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correc�ng inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 

 ●  L.4.2. Demonstrate command of the conven�ons of standard English capitaliza�on, punctua�on, and spelling 
 when wri�ng. 
 A. Use correct capitaliza�on. 
 B. Use commas and quota�on marks to mark direct speech and quota�ons from a text. 
 C. Use a comma before a coordina�ng conjunc�on in a compound sentence. 
 D. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consul�ng references as needed. 

 ●  L.4.3. Use knowledge of language and its conven�ons when wri�ng, speaking, reading, or listening. 
 B. Choose punctua�on for effect. 

 ●  L.4.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and mul�ple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 
 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and La�n affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
 telegraph, photograph, autograph). 
 C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dic�onaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
 pronuncia�on and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

 ●  L.4.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
 including those that signal precise ac�ons, emo�ons, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and 
 that are basic to a par�cular topic (e.g., wildlife, conserva�on, and endangered when discussing animal 
 preserva�on). 

 Career Readiness Prac�ces 
 ●  CRP1. Act as a responsible and contribu�ng community member and employee. 
 ●  CRP4. Demonstrate crea�vity and innova�on. 
 ●  CRP8. Use technology to enhance produc�vity, increase collabora�on and communicate effec�vely. 

 Essen�al Ques�on(s) 
 ●  How does gathering personal ideas and/or crea�ng imagina�ve ideas support the development of an original 

 narra�ve? 
 ●  How does developing characters using descrip�on, ac�ons, and dialogue contribute to an effec�ve narra�ve? 
 ●  How does planning, revising, and edi�ng ideas support the development of an effec�ve narra�ve? 

 Enduring Understandings 
 ●  Writers study the work of successful authors to gain insight into composing stories with meaning, cra� and 

 interest. 
 ●  There are many stylis�c cra� moves authors can use to express voice and tone. 
 ●  Writers consider the impact of language conven�ons, grammar and word choice for their stories. 
 ●  Narra�ve wri�ng has typical genre elements that the reader uses to make sense of the story. 

 Interdisciplinary Connec�ons 



 The Narra�ve Wri�ng Unit lends itself to interdisciplinary connec�ons in the content areas of  Career Readiness, Life 
 Literacies and Key Skills and Social Studies: 
 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 

 ●  Technology Literacy, 9.4.5.TL.3: Students can use their computer device to create and enhance a document. 

 Social Studies 
 ●  History, Culture, and Perspec�ves: Understanding Perspec�ves, 6.1.5.HistoryUP.6:  Learn about how life can/did 

 differ in other parts of the United States. 

 In this unit plan, the following 21  st  Century themes  and skills are addressed. 
 Check all that apply. 

 21  st  Century Themes 
 Check all that apply. 
 21  st  Century Skills 

 Global Awareness  x  Crea�vity and Innova�on 

 Environmental Literacy  Cri�cal Thinking and Problem Solving 

 Health Literacy  x  Communica�on 

 Civic Literacy  x  Collabora�on 

 Financial, Economic, Business, and 
 Entrepreneurial Literacy 

 Student Learning Targets/Objec�ves  (Students will know/Students will understand) 
 Students will understand: 

 ●  the following terms as they relate to this unit 
 o  author’s purpose 
 o  conven�ons 
 o  cra� 
 o  dialogue 
 o  genera�ng ideas 
 o  genre 
 o  inspira�on 
 o  mood 
 o  narra�ve 
 o  personifica�on 
 o  rhythm 
 o  sensory detail 
 o  tone/voice 

 ●  writers ‘read like a writer’ to appreciate Cynthia Rylant’s books 
 ●  writers iden�fy effec�ve wri�ng techniques (descrip�ve details, vivid verbs, and a clear event sequence) 
 ●  writers draw evidence to support analysis and reflec�on in order to be�er understand author’s messages or 

 themes 
 ●  genera�ng ideas come from inspira�onal/meaningful events or passions 
 ●  selec�ng and developing ideas uses the most inspira�onal idea 
 ●  collec�ng a variety of ideas will enhance and bring interest to stories 

 o  think about inner and outer purposes when selec�ng a piece 



 o  observe the environment 
 o  use concrete words and personifica�on to convey experiences precisely 
 o  create sequence that unfolds naturally 

 ●  dra�ing narra�ve text requires structure and organiza�on 
 o  clear focus with a beginning, middle, end 
 o  introduce narrator or characters 
 o  transi�on words and/or phrases  (see  Grammar Binder  ,  Punctua�on, Lessons 4-5) 
 o  problem and solu�on 
 o  conclusion that follows the narrated experience or events 

 ●  writers revise for cra� techniques 
 o  dialogue, descrip�ons, and precise language to develop and show the thoughts, feelings, and 

 responses of their characters  (see  Grammar Binder  ,  Punctua�on, Lesson 3) 
 o  develop leads that draw the reader in 
 o  use concrete words and details to effec�vely develop experiences and events 
 o  add interest to narra�ve wri�ng through sentence variety, rhythm, and fluency  (see  Grammar 

 Binder  , Punctua�on, Lessons 1-2) 
 o  rereading during revision to be sure the narra�ve is clear and well organized 

 ●  edi�ng is necessary for the reader to understand the mean of what is wri�en 
 o  apply strategies to improve spelling in context by consul�ng reference materials 
 o  convey mood and meaning through verb tenses with appropriate subject/verb agreement 

 ●  writers reflect on their growth through an Author’s Note for a published piece 

 Assessments (Pre, Forma�ve, Summa�ve, Other)  Denote required common assessments with an * 
 Assessments (some assessments can be in more than one category): 

 ●  Forma�ve:  Observa�ons, notebooks, class par�cipa�on,  shared wri�ng, independent wri�ng, conferring, 
 reflec�ons, SchoolWide grammar assignments 

 ●  Summa�ve:  SchoolWide wri�ng assessments and teacher  created assignments 
 ●  Benchmark:  *Publish a narra�ve story with an Author’s  Note, Pre/post wri�ng assignments 
 ●  Alterna�ve:  Op�ons may include graphic organizers,  SchoolWide Appendix pages/checklists, and addi�onal 

 teacher created assignments 

 Teaching and Learning Ac�vi�es 

 Ac�vi�es 
 Wri�ng Workshop rou�nes and pedagogy 
 Rou�nely write to develop stamina and persistence for independent wri�ng �me 
 Whole class read-aloud lessons 
 Mini-lessons to support all aspects of the wri�ng process 
 Use wri�ng notebook to try newly learned strategies and collect ideas 
 Opportuni�es to engage in shared wri�ng experiences and independent wri�ng �me 
 Confer with teachers 
 Collabora�on with a wri�ng partner or group 
 Par�cipate in publishing celebra�ons 

 Differen�a�on Strategies 
 Strategy and flexible groups based on forma�ve assessment or student choice 
 Provide a variety of appropriate graphic organizers for the genre 
 One:One conferring with teacher 
 Choice of narra�ve or persuasive text composi�on 
 Differen�ated checklists and rubrics (if appropriate) 



 Student selected goals for wri�ng 
 Level of independence 
 Cra� addi�onal leads and endings for mentor texts 
 Consult mentor texts to support wri�ng 
 ELL Supports and Extension ac�vi�es are included with each lesson 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Special Educa�on Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Gi�ed and Talented Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for ELL Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for At Risk Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Students with a 504 

 Resources 

 ●  Grade 4 Wri�ng Resources 
 ●  SchoolWide  Author Study Wri�ng  binder and mentor  texts all authored by Cynthia Rylant 

 o  Every Living Thing 
 o  Long Night Moon 
 o  Missing May 
 o  Night in the Country 
 o  The Rela�ves Came 
 o  Scarecrow 

 ●  SchoolWide  Grammar  binder and mentor texts 
 o  Bedhead  , Pala�ni 
 o  Eats, Shoots & Leaves:  Why, Commas Really Do Make a Difference!  , Truss 
 o  The Ghost-eye Tree  , Mar�n, Jr. and Archambault 
 o  Hoops,  Burleigh 
 o  I and You and don’t Forget Who:  What Is a Pronoun?  ,  Cleary 
 o  The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman,  Pa�son 
 o  Miss Rumphius  , Cooney 
 o  Mother to Tigers  , Lyon 
 o  One Tiny Turtle  , Davies 
 o  Walk with a Wolf,  Howker 

 ●  SchoolWide  Grammar  binder lessons 
 o  Punctua�on, Lessons and Mini-lessons 1-5 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1naEnhURZbzFTWc6GVOt-taedLfTt_H7R62GbkJ7JQA8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D5YSVWgzCo5JcMH5akxMz1Hlnx6nM-91gABBUAYlsK4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NcqCttFfoZ-gL11Bg2Mw4guhV_AgiZ50sPGJk7ouViI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bpYz5BwmRatKnmRSostEOYbKv9ILi2Rol2e9SCAXxxA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pUqVR8ywnKhFTvDD6JR14phxNIMGdj35Qud6oP8e9cc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hJ_sBs5XsPatVtaGwFwx3aoe26lbdzEr0dhRHq_-Wn4/edit?usp=sharing


 Wayne School District 
 ELA: Wri�ng Curriculum 

 Content Area/ 
 Grade Level/ 
 Course: 

 ELA 
 Grade 4 
 Wri�ng 

 Unit Plan Title: 
 Unit 3, Non-Fic�on:  Informa�ve/Explanatory 

 Time Frame 
 8 Weeks 

 Anchor Standards/Domain*       *i.e: ELA: reading, wri�ng  i.e.:  Math: Number and Opera�ons in Base 10 
 Anchor Standards for Wri�ng 

 ●  Text Types and Purposes  :  NJSLSA.W2. 
 ●  Produc�on and Distribu�on of Wri�ng:  NJSLSA.W4.  NJSLSA.W5. NJSLSA.W6. 
 ●  Research to Build and Present Knowledge:  NJSLSA.W7.  NJSLSA.W8. 
 ●  Range of Wri�ng:  NJSLSA.W10. 

 Anchor Standards: Speaking and Listening 
 ●  Comprehension and Collabora�on:  NJSLSA.SL1.  NJSLSA.SL2.  NJSLSA.SL3. 
 ●  Presenta�on of Knowledge and Ideas:  NJSLSA.SL4. NJSLSA.SL5.  NJSLSA.SL6. 

 Anchor Standards: Language 
 ●  Conven�ons of Standard English:  NJSLSA.L1. NJSLSA.L2. 
 ●  Knowledge of Language:  NJSLSA.L3. 
 ●  Vocabulary Acquisi�on and Use:  NJSLSA.L4. NJSLSA.L5.  NJSLSA.L6. 

 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
 ●  Crea�vity and Innova�on 
 ●  Digital Ci�zenship 
 ●  Global and Cultural Awareness 
 ●  Informa�on and Media Literacy 
 ●  Technology Literacy 

 Science Standards 
 ●  Waves and Their Applica�ons in Technologies for Informa�on Transfer 

 WIDA ELD Standards 
 ●  Social and Instruc�onal Language:  ELD Standard 1 
 ●  The Language of Language Arts:  ELD Standard 2 

 Unit Summary 
 In this nonfic�on unit, students will examine subjects and topics as they begin to learn more about them through 
 studying and wri�ng nonfic�on.  Students blend cra� and facts to produce engaging and informa�ve texts. They become 
 experts on a topic to teach an audience.  The engaging mentor texts will  inspire students to use wri�ng to connect with 

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/science/4-PS4.pdf


 their readers.  Students have the opportunity to examine informa�onal text structures and features that they will u�lize 
 in their own informa�onal, nonfic�on wri�ng.  The unit demonstrates how nonfic�on writers think, research, and convey 
 ideas and informa�on clearly with precise language.  Students will understand the kinds of texts nonfic�on writers create 
 and the decisions that writers make regarding content, structure, language, and visuals.  Students recognize that wri�ng 
 informa�ve texts begins with selec�ng a topic, uncovering the answers to ques�ons, and choosing the best structure to 
 share your learning. 

 Standard Number(s) 
 NJSLS ELA Standards 
 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
 NJSLS Science Standards 

 WIDA ELD Standards 
 Wri�ng Standards 

 ●  W.4.2. Write informa�ve/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and informa�on clearly. 
 A. Introduce a topic clearly and group related informa�on in paragraphs and sec�ons; include forma�ng (e.g., 
 headings), illustra�ons, and mul�media when useful to aid comprehension. 
 B. Develop the topic with facts, defini�ons, concrete details, text evidence , or other informa�on and examples 
 related to the topic. 
 C. Link ideas within paragraphs and sec�ons of informa�on using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, 
 also, because). 
 D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
 E. Provide a conclusion related to the informa�on or explana�on presented. 

 ●  W.4.4. Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in which the development and organiza�on are appropriate to task, 
 purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expecta�ons for wri�ng types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 ●  W.4.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen wri�ng as needed by planning, 
 revising, and edi�ng. 

 ●  W.4.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
 publish wri�ng as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 
 keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single si�ng. 

 ●  W.4.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through inves�ga�on of different aspects of a topic. 
 ●  W.4.8. Recall relevant informa�on from experiences or gather relevant informa�on from print and digital sources; 

 take notes and categorize informa�on, and provide a list of sources. 
 ●  W.4.10. Write rou�nely over extended �me frames (�me for research, reflec�on, metacogni�on/self-correc�on 

 and revision) and shorter �me frames (a single si�ng or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
 purposes, and audiences. 

 Speaking and Listening Standards 
 ●  SL.4.1. Engage effec�vely in a range of collabora�ve discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 

 diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 A. Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other informa�on known about the topic to explore 
 ideas under discussion. 
 B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
 C. Pose and respond to specific ques�ons to clarify or follow up on informa�on, and make comments that 
 contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
 D. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

 ●  SL.4.2. Paraphrase por�ons of a text read aloud or informa�on presented in diverse media and formats 
 (e.g.,visually, quan�ta�vely, and orally). 

 ●  SL.4.3. Iden�fy the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support par�cular points. 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/NJSLS-Science.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/


 ●  SL.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate 
 facts and relevant, descrip�ve details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

 ●  SL.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presenta�ons when appropriate to enhance the development 
 of main ideas or themes. 

 ●  SL.4.6. Differen�ate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presen�ng ideas) and situa�ons where 
 informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and 
 situa�on. 

 Language Standards 
 ●  L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conven�ons of standard English grammar and usage when wri�ng or 

 speaking. 
 A. Use rela�ve pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and rela�ve adverbs (where, when, why). 
 B. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 
 C. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various condi�ons. 
 D. Order adjec�ves within sentences according to conven�onal pa�erns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red 
 small bag). 
 E. Form and use preposi�onal phrases. 
 F. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correc�ng inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 
 G. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

 ●  L.4.2. Demonstrate command of the conven�ons of standard English capitaliza�on, punctua�on, and spelling 
 when wri�ng. 
 A. Use correct capitaliza�on. 
 B. Use commas and quota�on marks to mark direct speech and quota�ons from a text. 
 C. Use a comma before a coordina�ng conjunc�on in a compound sentence. 
 D. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consul�ng references as needed. 

 ●  L.4.3. Use knowledge of language and its conven�ons when wri�ng, speaking, reading, or listening. 
 A. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. 
 B. Choose punctua�on for effect. 

 ●  L.4.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and mul�ple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 
 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 A. Use context (e.g., defini�ons, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
 B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and La�n affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
 telegraph, photograph, autograph). 
 C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dic�onaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
 pronuncia�on and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

 ●  L.4.5. Demonstrate understanding of figura�ve language, word rela�onships, and nuances in word meanings. 
 A. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pre�y as a picture) in context. 
 B. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
 C. Demonstrate understanding of words by rela�ng them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with similar 
 but not iden�cal meanings (synonyms). 

 ●  L.4.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
 including those that signal precise ac�ons, emo�ons, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and 
 that are basic to a par�cular topic (e.g., wildlife, conserva�on, and endangered when discussing animal 
 preserva�on). 

 Career Readiness Prac�ces 
 ●  CRP1. Act as a responsible and contribu�ng community member and employee. 
 ●  CRP3. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 



 ●  CRP8. Use technology to enhance produc�vity, increase collabora�on and communicate effec�vely. 
 ●  CRP9. Work produc�vely in teams while using cultural/global competence. 

 Essen�al Ques�on(s) 
 ●  How do writers use reading and wri�ng to learn,  inform, or explain topics to others? 
 ●  How do readers think about what is similar and different in and across texts to compose their own accurate text? 
 ●  How do authors use reasons and evidence to support par�cular points in the text? 

 Enduring Understandings 
 ●  Writers use valid primary and secondary sources to conduct research on topics before wri�ng. 
 ●  Writers consider text features and layout of non-fic�on text to give their work organiza�on. 
 ●  Writers compose text with a purpose and audience in mind. 
 ●  Writers use knowledge of language and conven�ons to clarify meaning. 

 Interdisciplinary Connec�ons 
 The Non-Fic�on Wri�ng Unit  lends itself to interdisciplinary  connec�ons in the content areas of  Career Readiness, Life 
 Literacies and Key Skills and Science: 
 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills:  The following standards are addressed in research 

 ●  Crea�vity and Innova�on, 9.4.5.CI.2: Use  Into the  Sea  to research how climate change is affec�ng the  sea turtle 
 popula�on. 

 ●  Digital Ci�zenship, 9.4.5.DC.2, 9.4.5.DC.3: Provide a�ribu�ons and cita�ons to texts and images 
 ●  Informa�on and Media Literacy, 9.4.5.IML.1, 9.4.5.IML.6: Evaluate and use appropriate resources. 
 ●  Technology Literacy, 9.4.5.TL.3:  Create and enhance a document. 

 Science 
 ●  Waves and their Applica�ons in Technologies for Informa�on  Transfer, 4-PS4-2:  A Drop of Water 

 In this unit plan, the following 21  st  Century themes  and skills are addressed. 
 Check all that apply. 

 21  st  Century Themes 
 Check all that apply. 
 21  st  Century Skills 

 Global Awareness  x  Crea�vity and Innova�on 

 x  Environmental Literacy  Cri�cal Thinking and Problem Solving 

 Health Literacy  x  Communica�on 

 x  Civic Literacy  x  Collabora�on 

 Financial, Economic, Business, and 
 Entrepreneurial Literacy 

 Student Learning Targets/Objec�ves  (Students will know/Students will understand) 
 Students will understand: 

 ●  the following terms as they relate to this unit 
 o  audience 
 o  authen�c details 
 o  bibliography/sources 
 o  domain-specific 
 o  first hand experience 
 o  formal 



 o  introduc�on, concluding sec�on 
 o  nonfic�on features: cap�on, charts, glossary, heading/subheading, index, sidebars, table of contents, 

 visuals, etc. 
 o  nonfic�on structures: chapter/sec�on, circular,  journey/narra�ve, ques�on and answer 
 o  observe/observa�ons 
 o  primary/secondary source 

 ●  writers ‘read like a writer’ using a variety of mentor texts to contemplate the author’s process used to create 
 the published piece 

 ●  informa�onal text includes a variety of structures, features, and cra� 
 ●  writers generate ideas of interest, passion, and/or curiosity 

 o  explaining first hand experience 
 o  using primary sources 
 o  reading secondary source materials 

 ●  selec�ng topics is based on research and though�ully decide which topic to develop and cra� for an audience 
 ●  collec�ng informa�on is necessary to develop a topic with facts, defini�ons, and concrete details 

 o  use good ques�ons to guide research 
 o  how to find answers to the ques�ons 
 o  conduct research using a variety of sources 
 o  give considera�on to audience and purpose 

 ●  dra�ing an informa�on wri�ng piece is done with purpose and audience in mind 
 o  introduce a topic clearly 
 o  group related informa�on into paragraphs or sec�ons with appropriate sentence structure 
 o  Use domain specific language to convey meaning 
 o  Use appropriate words and phrases  (see  Grammar Binder  ,  Parts of Speech, Lessons 4-5) 
 o  develop a concluding statement or sec�on modeled a�er a mentor text that relates to informa�on 

 presented 
 ●  writers strengthen wri�ng during revision using authen�c and concrete details, transi�ons, and imagery  (see 

 Grammar Binder  , Parts of Speech, Lessons 6-7) 
 ●  writers edit to appropriately punctuate nonfic�on features  (see  Grammar Binder  , Text Layout, Lessons  1-3) 
 ●  writers publish pieces and may include a Dedica�on and About the Author page to enhance published piece 

 Assessments (Pre, Forma�ve, Summa�ve, Other)  Denote required common assessments with an * 
 Assessments (some assessments can be in more than one category): 

 ●  Forma�ve:  Observa�ons, notebooks, class par�cipa�on,  shared wri�ng, independent wri�ng, conferring, 
 reflec�ons, SchoolWide grammar assignments 

 ●  Summa�ve:  SchoolWide wri�ng assessments and teacher  created assignments 
 ●  Benchmark:  *Publish an informa�onal text with a Dedica�on  and an About the Author Page, Pre/post wri�ng 

 assignments 
 ●  Alterna�ve:  Op�ons may include graphic organizers,  SchoolWide Appendix pages/checklists, and addi�onal 

 teacher created assignments 

 Teaching and Learning Ac�vi�es 

 Ac�vi�es 
 Wri�ng Workshop rou�nes and pedagogy 
 Rou�nely write to develop stamina and persistence for independent wri�ng �me 
 Whole class read-aloud lessons 
 Mini-lessons to support all aspects of the wri�ng process 
 Use wri�ng notebook to try newly learned strategies and collect ideas 



 Opportuni�es to engage in shared wri�ng experiences and independent wri�ng �me 
 Confer with teachers 
 Collabora�on with a wri�ng partner or group 
 Par�cipate in publishing celebra�ons 

 Differen�a�on Strategies 
 Strategy and flexible groups based on forma�ve assessment or student choice 
 Provide a variety of appropriate graphic organizers for the genre 
 One:One conferring with teacher 
 Choice of nonfic�on text structure 
 Differen�ated checklists and rubrics (if appropriate) 
 Student selected goals for wri�ng 
 Level of independence 
 Rewrite text in alternate structure modeling mentor texts 
 Consult mentor texts to support wri�ng 
 ELL Supports and Extension ac�vi�es are included with each lesson 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Special Educa�on Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Gi�ed and Talented Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for ELL Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for At Risk Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Students with a 504 

 Resources 

 ●  Grade 4 Wri�ng Resources 
 ●  School Wide  Non-Fic�on Wri�ng  binder mentor texts 

 o  Ape  , jenkins 
 o  A Drop of Water,  Wick 
 o  Everglades  , George 
 o  Exploding Ants,  Se�el 
 o  The Great Fire  , Murphy 
 o  How to Talk to Your Dog  , Craighead 
 o  If You Decide to Go to the Moon,  McNulty 
 o  Into the Sea  , Guiberson 
 o  The Top of the World:  Climbing Mount Everest  , Jenkins 
 o  A Walk in the Rainforest  , Pra� 

 ●  SchoolWide  Grammar  binder mentor texts 
 o  Bedhead  , Pala�ni 
 o  Eats, Shoots & Leaves:  Why, Commas Really Do Make a Difference!  , Truss 
 o  The Ghost-eye Tree  , Mar�n, Jr. and Archambault 
 o  Hoops,  Burleigh 
 o  I and You and don’t Forget Who:  What Is a Pronoun?  ,  Cleary 
 o  The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman,  Pa�son 
 o  Miss Rumphius  , Cooney 
 o  Mother to Tigers  , Lyon 
 o  One Tiny Turtle  , Davies 
 o  Walk with a Wolf,  Howker 

 ●  School Wide  Grammar  binder lessons 
 o  Text Layout, Lessons and Mini-lessons 1-3 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1naEnhURZbzFTWc6GVOt-taedLfTt_H7R62GbkJ7JQA8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D5YSVWgzCo5JcMH5akxMz1Hlnx6nM-91gABBUAYlsK4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NcqCttFfoZ-gL11Bg2Mw4guhV_AgiZ50sPGJk7ouViI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bpYz5BwmRatKnmRSostEOYbKv9ILi2Rol2e9SCAXxxA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pUqVR8ywnKhFTvDD6JR14phxNIMGdj35Qud6oP8e9cc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hJ_sBs5XsPatVtaGwFwx3aoe26lbdzEr0dhRHq_-Wn4/edit?usp=sharing


 o  Parts of Speech, Lessons and Mini-lessons 4-7 

 Wayne School District 
 ELA: Wri�ng Curriculum 

 Content Area/ 
 Grade Level/ 
 Course: 

 ELA 
 Grade 4 
 Wri�ng 

 Unit Plan Title: 
 Unit 4, Editorial:  Opinion 

 Time Frame 
 8 Weeks 

 Anchor Standards/Domain*       *i.e: ELA: reading, wri�ng  i.e.:  Math: Number and Opera�ons in Base 10 
 Anchor Standards for Wri�ng 

 ●  Text Types and Purposes  :  NJSLSA.W1. NJSLSA.W2. 
 ●  Produc�on and Distribu�on of Wri�ng:  NJSLSA.W4.  NJSLSA.W5. NJSLSA.W6. 
 ●  Research to Build and Present Knowledge:  NJSLSA.W7.  NJSLSA.W8. 
 ●  Range of Wri�ng:  NJSLSA.W10. 

 Anchor Standards: Speaking and Listening 
 ●  Comprehension and Collabora�on:  NJSLSA.SL1.  NJSLSA.SL2.  NJSLSA.SL3. 
 ●  Presenta�on of Knowledge and Ideas:  NJSLSA.SL4. NJSLSA.SL5.  NJSLSA.SL6. 

 Anchor Standards: Language 
 ●  Conven�ons of Standard English:  NJSLSA.L1. NJSLSA.L2. 
 ●  Knowledge of Language:  NJSLSA.L3. 
 ●  Vocabulary Acquisi�on and Use:  NJSLSA.L4. NJSLSA.L5.  NJSLSA.L6. 

 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
 ●  Digital Ci�zenship 
 ●  Informa�on and Media Literacy 
 ●  Technology Literacy 

 Social Studies Standards 
 ●  Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Human and Civil Rights 
 ●  Amistad Mandate 

 WIDA ELD Standards 
 ●  Social and Instruc�onal Language:  ELD Standard 1 
 ●  The Language of Language Arts:  ELD Standard 2 

 Unit Summary 
 In this unit, students will develop the understanding that an editorial is a short persuasive essay that expresses a writer’s 
 opinion or reac�on to an issue. Issues can face a community, state, country, or the world. Editorials influence public 
 opinion, and bring current issues to readers’ a�en�on. Students have an opportunity to express their opinions and 



 support them with evidence. Opinions will be shared verbally and in though�ul, persuasive wri�ng. Through wri�ng 
 editorials, students will explore and share their opinions on issues that directly affect them, as well as other current 
 issues in the world with power and purpose. *NOTE: Some lessons from the Feature Ar�cle Unit are necessary and will 
 be used during the collec�ng and dra�ing stages of the Editorial Unit. 

 Standard Number(s) 
 NJSLS ELA Standards 
 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills 
 NJSLS Social Studies Standards 
 WIDA ELD Standards 
 Wri�ng Standards 

 ●  W.4.1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, suppor�ng a point of view with reasons and informa�on. 
 A. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organiza�onal structure in which related ideas 
 are grouped to support the writer’s purpose. 
 B. Provide reasons that are supported by facts from texts and/or other sources. 
 C. Link opinion and reasons using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addi�on). 
 D. Provide a conclusion related to the opinion presented. 

 ●  W.4.2. Write informa�ve/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and informa�on clearly. 
 A. Introduce a topic clearly and group related informa�on in paragraphs and sec�ons; include forma�ng (e.g., 
 headings), illustra�ons, and mul�media when useful to aiding comprehension. 
 B. Develop the topic with facts, defini�ons, concrete details, text evidence , or other informa�on and examples 
 related to the topic. 
 C. Link ideas within paragraphs and sec�ons of informa�on using words and phrases (e.g., another, for example, 
 also, because). 
 D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
 E. Provide a conclusion related to the informa�on or explana�on presented. 

 ●  W.4.4. Produce clear and coherent wri�ng in which the development and organiza�on are appropriate to task, 
 purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expecta�ons for wri�ng types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 ●  W.4.5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen wri�ng as needed by 
 planning, revising, and edi�ng. 

 ●  W.4.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
 publish wri�ng as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of 
 keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single si�ng. 

 ●  W.4.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through inves�ga�on of different aspects of a 
 topic. 

 ●  W.4.8. Recall relevant informa�on from experiences or gather relevant informa�on from print and digital 
 sources; take notes and categorize informa�on, and provide a list of sources. 

 ●  W.4.10. Write rou�nely over extended �me frames (�me for research, reflec�on, metacogni�on/self-correc�on 
 and revision) and shorter �me frames (a single si�ng or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
 purposes, and audiences. 

 Speaking and Listening Standards 
 ●  SL.4.1. Engage effec�vely in a range of collabora�ve discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with 

 diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
 A. Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other informa�on known about the topic to explore 
 ideas under discussion. 
 B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
 C. Pose and respond to specific ques�ons to clarify or follow up on informa�on, and make comments that 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-CLKS.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/cccs/2020/2020%20NJSLS-SS.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/


 contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 
 D. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light of the discussion. 

 ●  SL.4.2. Paraphrase por�ons of a text read aloud or informa�on presented in diverse media and formats 
 (e.g.,visually, quan�ta�vely, and orally). 

 ●  SL.4.3. Iden�fy the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support par�cular points. 
 ●  SL.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate 

 facts and relevant, descrip�ve details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
 ●  SL.4.5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to presenta�ons when appropriate to enhance the development 

 of main ideas or themes. 
 ●  SL.4.6. Differen�ate between contexts that call for formal English (e.g., presen�ng ideas) and situa�ons where 

 informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group discussion); use formal English when appropriate to task and 
 situa�on. 

 Language Standards 
 ●  L.4.1. Demonstrate command of the conven�ons of standard English grammar and usage when wri�ng or 

 speaking. 
 A. Use rela�ve pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, that) and rela�ve adverbs (where, when, why). 
 B. Form and use the progressive (e.g., I was walking; I am walking; I will be walking) verb tenses. 
 C. Use modal auxiliaries (e.g., can, may, must) to convey various condi�ons. 
 D. Order adjec�ves within sentences according to conven�onal pa�erns (e.g., a small red bag rather than a red 
 small bag). 
 E. Form and use preposi�onal phrases. 
 F. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correc�ng inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 
 G. Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, two; there, their). 

 ●  L.4.2. Demonstrate command of the conven�ons of standard English capitaliza�on, punctua�on, and spelling 
 when wri�ng. 
 A. Use correct capitaliza�on. 
 B. Use commas and quota�on marks to mark direct speech and quota�ons from a text. 
 C. Use a comma before a coordina�ng conjunc�on in a compound sentence. 
 D. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consul�ng references as needed. 

 ●  L.4.3. Use knowledge of language and its conven�ons when wri�ng, speaking, reading, or listening. 
 A. Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely. 
 B. Choose punctua�on for effect. 

 ●  L.4.4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and mul�ple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 
 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 A. Use context (e.g., defini�ons, examples, or restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
 B. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and La�n affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
 telegraph, photograph, autograph). 
 C. Consult reference materials (e.g., dic�onaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
 pronuncia�on and determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

 ●  L.4.5. Demonstrate understanding of figura�ve language, word rela�onships, and nuances in word meanings. 
 A. Explain the meaning of simple similes and metaphors (e.g., as pre�y as a picture) in context. 
 B. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs. 
 C. Demonstrate understanding of words by rela�ng them to their opposites (antonyms) and to words with 
 similar but not iden�cal meanings (synonyms). 

 ●  L.4.6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
 including those that signal precise ac�ons, emo�ons, or states of being (e.g., quizzed, whined, stammered) and 



 that are basic to a par�cular topic (e.g., wildlife, conserva�on, and endangered when discussing animal 
 preserva�on). 

 Career Readiness Prac�ces 
 ●  CRP1. Act as a responsible and contribu�ng community member and employee. 
 ●  CRP8. Use technology to enhance produc�vity, increase collabora�on and communicate effec�vely. 

 Essen�al Ques�on(s) 
 ●  How can an opinion wri�ng piece be effec�ve? 
 ●  How can wri�ng convince others to agree with our argument? 
 ●  Why is it important for writers to explain and express their point of view? 

 Enduring Understandings 
 ●  Amistad Curriculum Mandate: While legal sanc�on for segrega�on and other forms of discrimina�on were 

 established during this �me, ac�vists from the African American and immigrant communi�es searched for ways 
 to challenge these obstacles. 

 ●  Editorial wri�ng characteris�cs include: introducing a topic, sta�ng an argument and using appropriate traits and 
 characteris�cs of the genre  that groups the ideas to support the text. 

 ●  Editorial writers formulate ques�ons, engage in purposeful dialogue with peers/adults, share ideas and consider 
 alterna�ve viewpoints. 

 ●  Writers develop and strengthen their argument wri�ng by planning, revising, and edi�ng, building on the 
 personal ideas. 

 Interdisciplinary Connec�ons 
 The Editorial Unit for wri�ng lends itself to interdisciplinary connec�ons in the content areas of  Career Readiness, Life 
 Literacies and Key Skills and Science: 
 Career Readiness, Life Literacies and Key Skills:  The following standards are addressed in research 

 ●  Digital Ci�zenship, 9.4.5.DC.2, 9.4.5.DC.3: Provide a�ribu�ons and cita�ons to texts and images 
 ●  Informa�on and Media Literacy, 9.4.5.IML.1, 9.4.5.IML.6: Evaluate and use appropriate resources. 
 ●  Technology Literacy, 9.4.5.TL.3:  Create and enhance a document. 

 Social Studies 
 ●  Civics, Government, and Human Rights: Human and Civil Rights, 6.1.5.CivicsHR.2, 6.1.5.CivicsHR.4:  Learn about 

 how Mar�n Luther King sought to address issues of discrimina�on through peaceful ac�ons. 
 ●  Amistad Mandate:  Mar�n’s Big Words:  The Life of  Dr. Mar�n Luther King 

 In this unit plan, the following 21  st  Century themes  and skills are addressed. 
 Check all that apply. 

 21  st  Century Themes 
 Check all that apply. 
 21  st  Century Skills 

 Global Awareness  Crea�vity and Innova�on 

 Environmental Literacy  Cri�cal Thinking and Problem Solving 

 Health Literacy  x  Communica�on 

 x  Civic Literacy  x  Collabora�on 

 Financial, Economic, Business, and 
 Entrepreneurial Literacy 

 Student Learning Targets/Objec�ves  (Students will know/Students will understand) 



 (*SKIP Feature Ar�cle, start on pg. 119 for Editorial Unit, some lessons from the Feature Ar�cle will be used in the 
 Editorial Unit) 
 Students will understand: 

 ●  the following terms as they relate to this unit 
 o  clarify 
 o  convince 
 o  counterargument 
 o  editor/edi�ng 
 o  editorial 
 o  emo�ve language 
 o  favor 
 o  hot topics 
 o  interview 
 o  issues 
 o  posi�on/point of view 
 o  prove 
 o  reac�on 
 o  rebut/refute 
 o  self-reflec�on 
 o  thesis 

 ●  the purpose and features of editorials through engaging collabora�ve discussions 
 ●  writers generate ideas about topics or issues about which they feel very strongly 
 ●  writers select topics to write about their based on those reflec�ng their passions and enthusiasm 
 ●  writers collect evidence prior to dra�ing to support an opinion 

 o  writers use a variety of sources to gather informa�on  (see Feature Ar�cle Unit, Collec�ng I: Research 
 or Gathering Informa�on From Various Sources) 

 o  writers jus�fy opinions with evidence  (see Feature  Ar�cle Unit, Collec�ng III: Suppor�ng Opinions 
 With Facts and Details) 

 o  writers organize research to ensure that the facts appropriately support opinion  (see Feature Ar�cle 
 Unit, Collec�ng IV: Organizing Research Efforts) 

 o  writers use counterarguments and opposing opinions to defend their own posi�on 

 o  writers need to rebut the counterargument to make opinions stronger  (see  Grammar Binder  , 

 Sentence Structure, Lessons 1) 
 ●  writers use evidence, research, and counterarguments to dra� editorials 

 o  a strong thesis beginning to convey their posi�on from the start  (see  Grammar Binder  , Sentence 

 Structure, Lessons 2, 5) 
 o  good paragraphs contain clear topic sentences including an idea and suppor�ng details  (see Feature 

 Ar�cle Unit, Dra�ing III: Composing Paragraphs) 
 o  signal words and phrases show how ideas are connected  (see  Grammar Binder  , Sentence Structure, 

 Lessons 3) 

 o  signal words and phrases can be used to write an effec�ve conclusion  (see  Grammar Binder  , 

 Sentence Structure, Lessons 4) 
 o  strong conclusions wrap up an editorial in a sa�sfying way  (see Feature Ar�cle Unit, Dra�ing IV: 

 Wrapping It Up- The Conclusion) 



 ●  writers revise editorials for strong language, persuasive voice, and precise details to convince their readers of 
 their posi�on 

 ●  writers use edi�ng checklists to ensure the mechanics of a piece conveys clear meaning and proper usage 
 ●  an en�cing �tle a�racts their readers’ a�en�on and establishes the focus of the piece for publishing 

 Assessments (Pre, Forma�ve, Summa�ve, Other)  Denote required common assessments with an * 
 Assessments (some assessments can be in more than one category): 

 ●  Forma�ve:  Observa�ons, notebooks, class par�cipa�on,  shared wri�ng, independent wri�ng, conferring, 
 reflec�ons, SchoolWide grammar assignments 

 ●  Summa�ve:  SchoolWide wri�ng assessments and teacher  created assignments 

 ●  Benchmark:  *Publish an opinion piece with an en�cing  �tle  , Pre/post wri�ng assignments 

 ●  Alterna�ve:  Op�ons may include graphic organizers,  SchoolWide Appendix pages/checklists, and addi�onal 
 teacher created assignments 

 Teaching and Learning Ac�vi�es 

 Ac�vi�es 
 Wri�ng Workshop rou�nes and pedagogy 
 Rou�nely write to develop stamina and persistence for independent wri�ng �me 
 Whole class read-aloud lessons 
 Mini-lessons to support all aspects of the wri�ng process 
 Use wri�ng notebook to try newly learned strategies and collect ideas 
 Opportuni�es to engage in shared wri�ng experiences and independent wri�ng �me 
 Confer with teachers 
 Collabora�on with a wri�ng partner or group 
 Par�cipate in publishing celebra�ons 

 Differen�a�on Strategies 
 Strategy and flexible groups based on forma�ve assessment or student choice 
 Provide a variety of appropriate graphic organizers for the genre 
 One:One conferring with teacher 
 Cra� an opinion piece from the opposing point of view. 
 Differen�ated checklists and rubrics (if appropriate) 
 Student selected goals for wri�ng 
 Level of independence 
 Cra� addi�onal leads and endings for mentor texts 
 Consult mentor texts to support wri�ng 
 ELL Supports and Extension ac�vi�es are included with each lesson 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Special Educa�on Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Gi�ed and Talented Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for ELL Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for At Risk Students 
 Differen�a�on Strategies for Students with a 504 

 Resources 

 ●  Grade 4 Wri�ng Resources 
 ●  School Wide  Essay Wri�ng  binder mentor texts 

 o  And So They Build,  Kitchen 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1naEnhURZbzFTWc6GVOt-taedLfTt_H7R62GbkJ7JQA8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D5YSVWgzCo5JcMH5akxMz1Hlnx6nM-91gABBUAYlsK4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NcqCttFfoZ-gL11Bg2Mw4guhV_AgiZ50sPGJk7ouViI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bpYz5BwmRatKnmRSostEOYbKv9ILi2Rol2e9SCAXxxA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pUqVR8ywnKhFTvDD6JR14phxNIMGdj35Qud6oP8e9cc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hJ_sBs5XsPatVtaGwFwx3aoe26lbdzEr0dhRHq_-Wn4/edit?usp=sharing


 o  Animal Minis!  What Kids Really Want to Know About Tiny Animals  , Winner 
 o  Basketball in Ac�on,  Crossingham and Dann 
 o  George Washington’s Teeth  , Chandra and Comora 
 o  Ice Bear:  In the Steps of the Polar Bear  , Davies 
 o  The Life and Times of the Peanut  , Micucci 
 o  Mar�n’s Big Words:  The Life of Dr. Mar�n Luther King  , Jr, Rappaport 
 o  Secrets of the Mummies  , Griffey 
 o  Soccer in Ac�on,  Dann and Walker 
 o  The Story of Salt  , Kurlansky 

 ●  SchoolWide  Grammar  binder mentor texts 
 o  Bedhead  , Pala�ni 
 o  Eats, Shoots & Leaves:  Why, Commas Really Do Make a Difference!  , Truss 
 o  The Ghost-eye Tree  , Mar�n, Jr. and Archambault 
 o  Hoops,  Burleigh 
 o  I and You and don’t Forget Who:  What Is a Pronoun?  ,  Cleary 
 o  The Journey of Oliver K. Woodman,  Pa�son 
 o  Miss Rumphius  , Cooney 
 o  Mother to Tigers  , Lyon 
 o  One Tiny Turtle  , Davies 
 o  Walk with a Wolf,  Howker 

 ●  School Wide  Grammar  binder lessons 
 o  Sentence Structure, Lessons and Mini-lessons 1-5 



 Wayne School District 
 ELA: Wri�ng Curriculum 

 Content Area/ 
 Grade Level/ 
 Course: 

 ELA 
 Grade 4 
 Wri�ng 

 Unit Plan Title:  Unit 5:  Cracking Open Content Areas, Colonial America 

 Time Frame 
 3 Weeks Wri�ng shared with 5 Weeks of Reading 

 See Grade 4, Reading Unit 5:  Cracking Open Content  Areas, Colonial America  for Wri�ng. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pxhiNW2uibz9OHMzBB4o6VYeeeNyLfwShHCz-q0Rl5Q/edit?usp=sharing

